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Pro Coal Comparison
“Coal mining is vital to West Virginia and our nation,” is the first quote from the text on Friends of Coal to be analyzed (WV Coal, 2020). It indicates that coal mining is essential to the location where it is rampant, that is West Virginia. However, this is in contrast to what is presented in the chapter “Days of Devastation,” since it is apparent in the section that the people living in West Virginia have mixed feelings towards this mining (Hedges & Sacco, 2014). Many of the residents like the mining activities since they have availed numerous jobs to the locals. However, these activities have presented multiple problems to the locals, including contamination of their wells, resulting in many people are getting health complications. Therefore, the above text has a different view since it assumes that everyone in West Virginia has perceived the importance of coal mining. At the same time, the chapter “Days of Devastation” explains that people need jobs, and due to lack of options, they have opted to work in these mines at the expense of their well-being. 
“West Virginia is full of people who understand and appreciate the value and the importance of coal to the Mountain State and its people” is the next quote from the text on Friends of Coal to be analyzed. It has a differing view from the chapter “Days of Devastation” since it implicates that most people in West Virginia have a clear understanding of the importance of the mining activities. However, based on the view presented in the chapter, many people do not appreciate the impact of the coal industries since it has resulted in many complications, including health-related cancers, which require financial resources for treatment that are not available. More so, almost all residents around these mining sites have had their gallbladder removed. As a result of kidney stones resulting from the consumption of polluted water due to the dumping of harmful wastes from the industries (Hedges & Sacco, 2014). Therefore, many people realize the impacts of coal as a source of energy; however, most do not appreciate the mining industries’ adverse effects on the people.
The information presented in the text on Friends of Coal agrees with a particular piece of information presented in the chapter on “Days of Devastation.” As indicated in the quote “-the tens of thousands of jobs it provides” from the text on Friends of Coal, both conflicting pieces agree on the impact of the coal mining industries, for it provides numerous jobs to the residents (Hedges & Sacco, 2014). More so, both pieces of information describe the nature in which the employment sector has been influenced positively by the coal industry. Based on the text on Friends of Coal, numerous job opportunities have been created, which has led to the hierarchy of jobs created. From one position created in the coal mining industry, it has led to the creation of an additional of more than five jobs in the economy of the nation (WV Coal, 2020). However, it is not clearly stated how these additional jobs are created. It may be due to the increased health-related issues raised by the workers in these mines.
The coal mining industries have readily presented these jobs to the people in need of them, since people find it hard to acquire jobs in all fields. As a result, irrespective of the outcome of acquiring these jobs, which is either positive or negative, people perceive them as viable opportunities that need to be taken advantage of. With that kind of mentality, the introduction of these coal industries, which has negative impacts on the workers and the environment in general, has been received as a viable job creation hub. Therefore, both controversial pieces of text share the view of this scenario as beneficial in terms of helping the residents acquire their livelihood. However, this kind of mentality is dangerous, even based on the outcome of the introduction of these coal industries, since people are compromising their health and the environment in the name of acquiring job opportunities to help them survive. 
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